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Abstract:	  
The	  Internet	  has	  revolutionized	  the	  ways	  knowledge	  is	  disseminated	  and	  
information	  is	  exchanged	  and	  shared	  among	  people.	  Its	  impact	  is	  felt	  across	  
all	  aspects	  of	  modern	  life	  (political,	  economical,	  and	  social).	  In	  healthcare,	  
online	  patient	  communities	  have	  been	  expanding	  at	  an	  impressive	  rate	  
with	  active	  participants	  from	  all	  age	  groups.	  Recent	  studies	  on	  researching	  
and	  analyzing	  social	  media	  contents	  for	  health-‐related	  applications	  show	  
that	  this	  uprising	  cyber-‐trend	  can	  lead	  to	  valuable	  information	  and	  
knowledge	  that	  are	  traditionally	  acquired	  with	  time-‐consuming	  and	  labor-‐
intensive	  clinical	  trials.	  I	  will	  demonstrate	  the	  application	  and	  discuss	  the	  
value	  and	  promise	  of	  this	  new	  approach,	  known	  as	  “infodemiology”,	  for	  
cancer	  epidemiological	  research.	  
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